
Violent extremism  



What is radicalization and violent 
extremism ? 

•  Radicalization is a process that leads to an individual to gradually 
accept violence and other unlawful methods in order to promote an 
ideological goal. 

•  Violent extremism is a collective term for movements , ideologies or 
environment that do not accept a democratic system that promotes 
violence to achieve ideological goals. 

 



Media focus in Gothenburg city 
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White supremacy  
Radical leftwing   
Religious extremism 



A municipality's responsibility?  
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Stage Issue 

promotion 
 

before 
 
 
 

Responsibility 

Strengthening democracy, 
bulding trust and affiliation 

After  
 
 
 
 

Presecution  
Care for war trauma 
Crime in another country 
Re-function in society 

 

During 
 
 
 

Police 
County 
Police-Säpo 
Muncipality 
 

Support for relatives 
Moment of death  
Social unrest  
Threat to staff or residents 

Muncipality 
? 
Muncipality -Police 
Muncipality-Police 

Muncipality 
 

Prevent crime and dagner to 
life and health 

 
 

Muncipality and 
police 

 
 



Our assignment -mission  
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    -Provide training/education to officials, politicians and other stake holders                                                                         -
Mobilize support for family members and other  individuals                                                                                               -
Coordinate and cooperate with other institutions and actors across our society                                                                          
-Support Gothenburg city's initiatives against radicalization and violent extremism                                                            
-Constitute Gothenburg city's contact in national and international contexts and cooperation                                                
-Initiating partnerships with other agencies and civil society. Develop methods and organize the work (preventively)                
-Analyzing local, national and global trends                                                                                                                            
-Information gathering / presence on social media                                                                                                             -
Provide information and communicate with residents of Gothenburg city's residents 

Joint action group Gothenburg city 

Security service, police, civil society, university and representatives from affected areas. 

National and international cooperation  

National coordinator against violent extremism, government agencies etc. 

Radicalizations awareness network (RAN) 

Strong cities initiatives and others.  

 



Challenges in Gothenburg  
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•  Violent extremist groups are established and are growing in the city 

§  Individuals from Gothenburg are taking part in conflict affected countries, taking part in 
armed conflicts and committing crimes 

 
•  Risk of conflict, social unrest and crimes at home 
 
•  Risk of increased stigmatization of religions and other faiths 
 
•  Returnees who are in need of management 

•  Hindering radicalization and recruitment to both criminal organizations and terrorist 
organizations 

 
 



 Situational awareness  
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•  Globally, around 30.000 foreign fighters in Iraq and Syria 

•  Europe, around 5000-6000 European fighters  

§  Nordic Countries, around 400-500 Scandinavian fighters  

§  Sweden, around 285 fighters where 125 have returned 

§  Gothenburg , around 65-80  fighters (23confirmed dead and about 20-25 
have returned back to Gothenburg) 

 



International 
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Local situation awareness 
(background)  
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•  Summer and fall of 2012, indication came in from colleagues in the fields, that 
individuals are seeking to join the Syrian civil war 

•  Adults and youngsters start to openly talk about  the issue, meanwhile we 
noticed an escalation on the net  regarding the subject. At the same time 
professional practitioners and youth workers started to face the pheromone on 
the ground.  

•  This accelerates during spring and summer of 2013, and we received the first 
confirmed death in Syrian, and a group of individuals are taking part of the 
Syrian civil war 

•  The university of Swedish national defense  came out with its report in 2013 
and confirmed that there is a large group of individuals from Gothenburg active 
in the Syrian civil war.  

•  IS became a factor in the summer of 2014 and it had a distinct impact in the 
local community. Increased tensions between different ethnic groups in the city.  
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•  Parents, relatives and residents started to turn to the municipality, 
police and Säpo for help and support.  

• We noticed enhanced interest in Islamic State among youngsters at the 
local level. Reinforced with symbols, presentations,  and the use of 
social media.  

•  At the same time we notice that global incidents/conflicts had impact on 
many of our residents who hade relatives or connection to that region.  

•  Polarization among our residents, created based on political, ethnic, 
religious or regional belonging in Syria and Iraq. 
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•  Social unrest 

•  Conflicts between residents starts to show 

• Mobilization among ethnic and religious 
groups 

•  Conflict at the schoolyard by children 

•  New groups are being established 

•  Racism  

Local situation awareness  
(present time)  



Who are joining, (general features)  
•  Socially marginalized individuals, with a known anti-social behavior 

•  Individuals with links to criminal gangs and  have an active role in crime 
in the city 

•  Individuals who radicalized themselves through the social media and 
who voluntarily seek out conflict areas like Syrian and  Iraq 

•  Individuals with a known violent behavior and experience of weapons 

•  Individuals who are established with jobs, higher education and  a 
general ordered life. (Middle-class background) 

•  Young women ages 15-23 years 

•  Whole families including small children 

 

november 23, 2015 



Explanations and causes  
 Individual psychological factors: 

•   Alienation, anger, frustration, polarized thinking , victim mentality     
traumatic experiences , violent tendencies , search for identity . 

 Social factors: 

•  Limited social mobility, low confidence in the community and the 
democratic system. Marginalized living standards and low 
education level 

 Political and ideological reasons: 

•  Believes that the West is against Islam and Muslims, the creation 
of a caliphate -awaited , perception that it has a mission to help 
fellow Muslims 

november 23, 2015 



Radicalization  

•  Radicalization process :  

1.   Self radicalization  

2.  Group radicalization 

3.  Radicalization through social media 

4.  Radicalization through media 

Add:  

Group dynamics: strengthening of group mentality and identity 

Structural exclusion : Active in isolated radical and violent environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

november 23, 2015 



Swedish mujahedeen fi asham 

  

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzDXQ0f-jK0 

•  Appeal to other Swedish youth to join ISIS 2012 



Mechanism of recruitment 

•  Social media- video messages, information and inspiration 

•  Friendship circuit- a very common affect, on a everyday context 

•  Key individuals- returnees become international stars, 
charismatic leaders that should not be underestimated 

•  Isolated environments- recruitment done in a context that is 
difficult to control, such as apartments and other isolated 
compounds 

november 23, 2015 



Example of cases we have handled  
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•  We have received signals from schools that young people have used symbols, watched 
videos, viewed presentations and openly sympathized with different extremist 
movements. 

•  In cooperation with relatives and other authorities, we have stopped individuals of 
different ages from traveling to conflict areas. 

•  On several occasions we have received calls from worried relatives and professionals 
about individuals who show signs of increased radicalization. 

•  Informing partners about places, apartments, commercial premises and other activities 
that come to our knowledge. Example: IS propaganda around our city 

•  Cooperate with educational institutions, such as high school, university, and others. 



What we have done  
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•  Educated and informed a range of businesses within the city of 
Gothenburg, for example, within management, welfare and education.  

•  Information to associations, parent groups , charitable organizations 
and in some cases relatives.  

•  Included in cooperation groups both nationally and internationally, and 
cooperation with national agencies against terrorism 

• Organized trainings aimed to first-line employees in the city 

•  In cooperation with the SDF and other the cities agencies, been 
involved in number of individual cases. Focus on supporting families 
and to prevent young people to travel conflict areas . 

•  Have received about 15 calls from the public regarding these issues 
(since 9/3 ) . 
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•  Continuous monitoring - following social media , research, reports and 
international media (Arabic, Russian, Balkan and English ) . 

• Work against violent extremism is incorporated in the city's regular 
structures, such as Safe in Angered, SSPF and other structures 



Future challenges  
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•  Establish forms and arenas for dialogue with youth and other residents. 
How do they view the issue of radicalization and extremism ? 

•  Develop cooperation with civil society organizations and religious 
communities  on a long term basis.  

•  Exit structure  

•  National telephone support line 

•  Develop an action plan for Gothenburg that has broad support among 
many different actors and adapted to local conditions. 
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Haisam A-Rahman 
Email:  Haisam.a-rahman@socialresurs.goteborg.se 
 
Zan Jankovski  
Email: Zan.jankovski@socialresurs.goteborg.se  
  
 
 
  
 


